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Current Positions

Doctoral student, School of Industrial and Labor Relations, Cornell University.


Chair: 

Harry Katz, Collective Bargaining Department


Members: 
Lowell Turner, International and Comparative Labor Relations




Lourdes Beneria, City and Regional Planning

Research assistant for Dr. Kate Bronfenbrenner, 2000 – present.

Adjunct instructor in Cornell’s Labor Extension Program, 2001 – present.

Education

M.S. School of Industrial and Labor Relations, Cornell University, 2003.

B.A. University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, 1990.

Teaching and Academic Experience

Contemporary Labor Issues

Spring 2004, Fall 2002.  Cornell ILR Extension Labor Studies Program.

Union Administration 

Spring 2002. Cornell ILR Extension Labor Studies Program.

 Collective Bargaining Strategies in the Global Economy.

Summer 2001. Cornell ILR Extension Labor Studies Program.

 Communication and Public Speaking Skills for Union Leaders

Fall 2003, Spring 2001.  Cornell ILR Extension Labor Studies Program.

Cornell/AFL-CIO Union Leadership Institute.  

Fall 2001 - present.  New York State AFL-CIO and Cornell ILR Extension.

Teaching Assistant


Introduction to Collective Bargaining, Fall 2002.


19th Century Labor History, Fall 2001.

Fellowships and Awards

Seidman award for best graduate thesis, Cornell University School of Industrial and Labor Relations, 2003.

Professional Experience

Transition Director, Teamsters Local 313. Tacoma, Washington 2000.

· Trained newly elected officers and staff representatives in organizing, contract bargaining, membership mobilization, union administration and communication.

· Lead public-sector and private-sector contract bargaining as part of new officer training.

Director of Organizing, Teamsters Local 174. Seattle, Washington 1999.

· Directed non-NLRB organizing campaign targeting some1,000 owner-operator, port truck drivers in Seattle and Tacoma. 

· Responsible for administering $250,000 organizing budget. Supervised organizing staff and rank and file volunteer organizers.

· Mobilized Teamster members to participate in WTO protests in Seattle.

Organizer, Teamsters Local 767. Ft. Worth, Texas 1998.

· Lead organizer for two successful NLRB union certification campaigns involving over 350 workers. Transformed waste industry in Ft. Worth from non-union to 90% organized. Served as chief negotiator and field organizer for both first contract campaigns.

· Trained newly elected officers in local union administration. Conducted educational seminars for job stewards and new staff representatives.

· Developed local union communication systems, including union newsletter, contract bulletins, steward structure and one-on-one networks.

Organizer and Assistant to the President, Teamsters Local 528. Atlanta, Georgia 1995 – 1997.

· Designed, edited and produced local union newsletter.

· Assisted in the transition of newly elected officers and staff.

· Lead organizer in several NLRA and RLA certification campaigns.

Organizer, Teamsters for a Democratic Union. Detroit, Michigan  1990 – 1994.

· Participated in the historic reform victory in the Teamster’s 1991 International Officer elections.

· Organized local chapters of reform activists to conduct local union by-law changes, run for union office and build rank and file power on the job.

· Conducted workshops and educational seminars on legal rights of union members, union revitalization strategies and reform campaigns. Wrote educational and informational articles for Convoy Dispatch, the organization’s monthly publication.

Publications

“Preserving the Pattern: Membership Mobilization and Union Revitalization at PACE Local 4-227.”  Labor Studies Journal.  Spring 2004.

“Changing to Organize:  A National Assessment of Union Organizing Strategies,” (with Kate Bronfenbrenner).in Rebuilding Labor: Organizing and Organizers in the New Union Movement. Ruth Milkman and Kim Voss eds. Ithaca, N.Y.: Cornell University Press/ILR Press, 2004.

“The State of Organizing in California: Challenges and Possibilities.” (with Kate Bronfenbrenner). The State of California Labor: 2003. Ruth Milkman, ed. Berkeley, CA: University of California Press.  2003. 

Blueprint for Change: A National Assessment of Winning Union Organizing Strategies. (with Kate Bronfenbrenner). Ithaca, N.Y.: Cornell Office of Labor Education Research, 2003. 

“Overcoming the Challenges to Organizing in Manufacturing.” (with Kate Bronfenbrenner). Report submitted to the AFL-CIO, December 6, 2002.

 “Strategic Contract Campaigns at Multinational Corporations.”  Labor Studies Journal, Spring 2002.

“Significant victories: The Practice and Promise of First Contracts in the Public and Private Sectors.” (with Kate Bronfenbrenner and Tom Juravich). Paper presented at the AFL-CIO/Michigan State University Conference on Worker Rights, Lansing, Michigan. October 11-12, 2002. Publication under review.

Presentations

 “Labor Organizing Under the NLRA:  Problems and Possibilities for Reform.”  Panel speaker in Shaking the Foundations conference at Stanford Law School.  November 8-10, 2002.

“Trends in Union Organizing.”  Presentation at the Committee of Industrial Relations Librarians conference, April 24, 2002.

 “Changing to Organize:  A National Assessment of Union Strategies.”  Presentation at the Research Conference on Union Organizing, University of California, Institute.on Labor and Employment.  May 17, 2002.

 “Strategic Contract Campaigns at Multinational Corporations.”  UALE Conference, April 26-29, 2001.

“The Impact of Threat Effects on Workers and Unions in the U.S. Economy.”  IRRA Annual Conference, 2001.

Book Reviews

Lockout: Dublin 1913, by Padraig Yeates. Reviewed in the ILR Review, Vol. 56, No. 1 (Oct. 2002), p. 1998.

Labor Geographies.  By Andrew Herod. Reviewed in the Labor Studies Journal.
Professional memberships

United Association for Labor Education

Industrial Relations Research Association

American Federation of Teachers, Cornell University Adjunct Faculty Federation

References

References available upon request.

